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taneous, irresistible admission of a truth not only peculiar to Wanda,
but capable of being generalized - the revelation of that physical dis-
taste which any normal woman feels (would feel, according to Roger)
for a homosexual (even when the latter has not recognized himself to
be so). It is that distaste that I dispute; or at least I dispute that it is
fatal and not merely peculiar to Wanda* But Roger is convinced that it
must be so; and the public approves, it goes without saying. Yet Roger
agrees that the normal man feels no repulsion for a Lesbian. Reality
has given me many examples of homosexuals desired by women; but
in each of the cases I cite him Roger deigns to see only a proof of the
abnormality of those women.

But in this case again, in this case above all, it is essential to make
a distinction between pederasts and inverts.102

Cuverville

Jammes, in search of a publisher, asks me to intervene in order to
place a book that is 'Very gay in spots" which he has just finished writ-
ing "with considerable gusto and corrente cakmo" He has created in
it ua character by the name of filie de Nacre/'

"He is," he tells me, "a fictionalized you who plays sidesplitting
tricks on everyone." And he adds: "You will be the first to laugh/'
He asks my authorization to call his book "L'Antigyde."
And since I reply at once that I consent (for it will not be said that
I am keeping a child from romping), I receive a new letter which
warns me: "Even if my mirror sometimes has a good time, you will for-
give its deforming whims by reason of the sublime death that I help
you to 'achieve' in Spain," etc., etc. To get to this: *1 have not yet of-
fered this book to any publisher. If you dangled it before Grasset's or
Flammarion's eyes, and the request for it came from one of them
through you, that would be pluperfect diplomatically/'

I preciously preserve these two letters in order to convince myself
that I did not invent them.108

102  See The Journals of Andrf Gide, Vol. II, p. 246.
103  The letters have in fact been published in their entirety in the Corre-
spondance 1893-1938 between Jammes and Gide, edited by Robert Mallet
(1948)* UAntigyde was brought out by Editions du Mercure de France in
1932.